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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Applicant discloses to the Examiner under 37 CFR 1.56, and 37 CFR 1.97-1.98, as 
revised (1 135 OG 13) and effective March 16, 1992, the information listed on the attached 
form PTO-1449. This information may be found to be material to this invention under the 
current applicable patent law and as interpreted by the USPTO Rules, as cited above. 
Review and consideration of the listed references/information during substantive 
examination of this application is respectfully requested. 

With regard to the foreign language patent documents cited, it is believed that the 



S.N. 09/724,815 



English Abstracts fulfill the requirement for a concise explanation of the relevance of the 
documents. 

Applicant specifically emphasizes that this statement, and/or the act of providing 
copies of these references, is not to be construed as an admission that all or any of the 
references are prior art to the specific invention disclosed and claimed. 

Also, nothing in this statement is to be construed as a representation that this is the 
only material information to be found, or the best. It, however, is the only information 
known to the applicant at this time that is believed to meet the "materiality standard" of the 
law. If additional qualifying references or other information is discovered in the future, it 
will be submitted promptly to fulfill applicant's continuing duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 
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Assistant Commissioner 

for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

TIME OF TRANSMITTAL OF ACCOMPANYING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

1 . The Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is being filed after 

a first Action under § 1.113. 



2. In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c): 

A. Accompanying this transmittal is a statement, as specified in 37 C.F.R. 



STATEMENT 



§ 1.97(e) and required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (c)(i). 



S.N. 09/724,815 

B. Applicant hereby requests consideration of the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

C. If any fees are due, please charge Deposit Account 1 1-0978. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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IDENTIFICATION OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
FOR WHICH THIS STATEMENT IS BEING MADE 

This statement is being made for the accompanying Supplemental Information 



Disclosure Statement. 



STATEMENT 



I, the person signing below, state that each item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 



in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 



S.N. 09/724,815 



information disclosure statement (37 C.F.R. Section 1.97(e)(1)) or that no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and to the knowledge of the 
person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in Section 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement (37 C.F.R. Section 1.97(e)(2)). 



Respectfully submitted, 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 



